This appeared on the “opinion page” of the Petoskey News-Review on Sept. 16, 2009.  It was given the title “Value the traditions of all citizens ”

Editor:

To the Petoskey School Board:


Even a relatively small, non-urban community like the Petoskey area is not monolithic.  The public schools reflect the greater community, and the greater community takes part in a variety of observances during the winter season.


The fourth principle (of seven) of Unitarian Universalism affirms and promotes “a free and responsible search for truth and meaning.”  This principle is a basis for respect for the traditions and celebrations of all religious and non-religious persuasions.


A community that does not recognize the concerns of its minorities diminishes itself.  We look forward to being a part of a growing area in Northern Michigan that values the traditions of all its citizens.


Therefore the board of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Petoskey is reassured by the school board’s recent decision to remove the “Christmas break” terminology from the school calendar.
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