Interfaith Quotes

1. The world religions bear witness to the experience of the Ultimate Reality to which they give various names:  Brahman, the Absolute, God, Allah, [the] Great Spirit, the Transcendent.

2. The Ultimate Reality surpasses any name or concept that can be given to It.

3. The Ultimate Reality is the source (ground of being) of all existence.

4. Faith is opening, surrendering, and responding to the Ultimate Reality.  This relationship precedes every belief system.

5. The potential for human wholeness – or in other frames of reference, liberation, self-transcendence, enlightenment, salvation, transforming union, moksha, nirvana, fana – is present in every human person.

6. The Ultimate Reality may be experienced not only through religious practices but also through nature, art, human relationships, and service to others.

7. The differences among belief systems should be presented as facts that distinguish them, not as points of superiority.

8. In the light of the globalization of life and culture now in process, the personal and social ethical principles proposed by the world religions in the past need to be re-thought and re-expressed.

· Thomas Keating, Speaking of Silence
I said to the almond tree,

“Sister, speak to me of God.”

And the almond tree blossomed.

· Report to Greco, Nikos Kazantzakis

Whatever Man sees, has seen or will see, is just one facet only of a crystal.  Each of these facets from its due angle provides a correct viewpoint, but none of them alone gives a true all-comprehensive picture.  Each serves in its proper place to grasp the Whole, and all of them combined come nearer to its full grasp.  However, even the sum of them all does not exhaust all hidden possibilities of approach.

-  Betty Heimann from Diana L. Eck, Darsan, seeing the divine image in India

God is being, awareness, and bliss.  Utter reality, utter consciousness, and utterly beyond all possibility of frustration and futility – this is the basic Hindu view of God as long as we keep in mind that our understanding of these attributes only approximates the way they inhere in God.

This is as far as some minds need go.  Most persons, however, find such abstractions empty.  C.S. Lewis was among them; as a child, he tells us, he was warned by his parents against attaching concrete attributes to God, for these would hem him in and restrict his infinity.  He tried his best, but the closest he could come to a notion of a formless God was an infinite sea of grey tapioca.

This anecdote suggests that most minds need pictures, almost, to provide traction.  Hinduism encourages persons of this nature to think of God as the noblest instance of what they find in the sensible world.  This means thinking of God as the supreme person, for persons are nature’s noblest crown.

This conceived Brahman is Saguna Brahman, or God with attributes, as distinct from the sages’ more abstract Nirguna Brahman or God-without-attributes.

Nirguna Brahman is the ocean without a ripple; Saguna Brahman that same ocean alive with waves and swells.  In the language of theology, the distinction is between personal and transpersonal conceptions of God.  Hinduism includes superb champions of each view, but on the whole accepts them both, in something of the way scientists accept both wave and particle depictions of matter.  God’s relation to the world varies according to the symbolism that is espoused.  Conceived in personal terms, God will stand in relation to the world as an artist to his or her handiwork.  He will be Creator (Brama), Preserver (Vishnu), and Destroyer (Shiva) who in the end resolves all finite forms back into the primordial being from which they sprang.

Alternatively, conceived transpersonally, God works less deliberately.  The world will still be God-dependent.  It will have emerged in some unfathomable way from the divine plenitude and be sustained by its power:  ‘He shining, the sun, the moon, and the stars shine after Him, by His light all is lighted.’

But God will not have intentionally willed the world, nor be scarred by its inherent ambiguity, imperfections, and finitude.

- Huston Smith, The Illustrated World’s Religions
God has made different religions to suit different aspirations, times, and countries.  All doctrines are only so many paths; but a path is by no means God Himself.  Indeed, one can reach God if one follows any of the paths with whole-hearted devotion.  One may eat a cake with icing either straight or sidewise.  It will taste sweet either way.  As one can ascend to the top of a house by means of a ladder or a bamboo or a staircase or a rope, so diverse are the ways and means to approach God, and every religion in the world shows one of these ways.

Bow down and worship where others kneel, for where so many have adored, the kind Lord must manifest himself, for he is all mercy.

People partition off their lands by means of boundaries, but no one can partition off the all-embracing sky overhead.  The indivisible sky surrounds all and includes all.  So it is in ignorance that people say, ‘ My religion is the only one, my religion is the best.’ When a heart is illumined by true knowledge, it knows that above all these wars of sects and sectarians presides the one indivisible, eternal, all-knowing bliss.

There was a man who worshipped Shiva, but hated all other deities.  On day Shiva appeared to him and said, ‘I shall never be pleased with you as long as you hate other gods.’  The man, though, was stubborn.  After a few days Shiva again appeared to him and repeated, ‘I shall never be pleased with you while you hate.’  The man kept silent.

Several more days elapsed, after which Shiva made a third appearance.  This time one side of his body was Shiva and the other Vishnu.  Half pleased and half displeased, the man shifted his offering to the side representing Shiva.  Shiva gave up, saying, ‘This man’s bigotry is incorrigible.’

· Ramakrishna

In November I met J. Krishnamurti, a man who did not fit any category at all.  He was giving a series of daily talks at Rajghat in Banaras.  Not only was he not a Christian, he was not a Hindu, not a Buddhist.  That was just his point.  “Truth is a pathless land,” he said.  “You cannot approach it by any path whatsoever, by any religion, by any sect.”  He did not say, Follow me.  On the contrary, he said, “I desire those who seek to understand me to be free, not to follow me, not to make out of me a cage which will become a religion, a sect.”  He did not care for the labels of any religion.  Indeed, he observed the way in which we fearfully, anxiously, shape our whole lives by religious, political, cultural, and personal labels and names – all of which function as a buffer zone of security between ourselves and the experience of life.

· Diana Eck, Encountering God:  a spiritual journey from Bozeman to Banaras

Everything in the universe is of a piece, like a seamless garment that God has wrapped about Divinity.  Kabbalah recognizes, however, because there are four Worlds, each with a complex of levels and functions, that there can be apparently different realities.  Thus the Tachutonim, those creatures that dwell below in the natural kingdom, cannot perceive the Elyohim, or those who dwell above.  Only Man has the capability of perceiving both the superior and inferior Worlds.  To acquire such an inner and outer faculty of sight is one of the aims of Kabbalah, for its theory and practice enable individuals to expand their consciousness down and up, and if necessary bridge the gap between the Worlds so as to bring about an increased flow of Divine and celestial influx to bear where evolution is delayed, where disorder is prevalent, or where harmony needs to be encouraged, or consciousness of the Presence of the Divine to be made manifest in the midst of humanity.

· Kabbalah:  Tradition of hidden knowledge, Z’ev ben Shimon Halevi

Every race and every age gives God its own mask.  But behind all the masks, in every age and every race, is always the same never-changing God.

-
Report to Greco, Nikos Kazantzakis

We are a single humanity.

We must work together, united as one,

to build a world of justice and harmony for all.

Within each of us lies the power to build a world

where we respect each other’s beliefs,

understand each other’s culture and

support each other’s values –

a world where hatred, pain and suffering have no place.
· Nelson Mandela
The soul of all is one soul, and the truth is one truth, under whatever religion it is hidden.

· Hazrat Inayat Khan
Love your Creator, but love your neighbor more.

· Islamic quote (source???)
Love the Creator by loving the creation.

· Deb Hansen
Honor the tradition, but expand the understanding.  That’s what religions must do now if they hope to be helpful to humans in the years ahead.

· Neale Donald Walsch

A vast old religion, which once swayed the earth, lingers in our senses:  a religion in which the whole life-effort was to get our lives into direct contact with the elemental life of the cosmos – mountain-life, cloud-life, thunder-life, air-life, sun-life – to come into the immediate felt contact, and so derive energy, power, and joy.
· D H Lawrence

The love of one’s country is a natural thing.  But why should love stop at the border?

· Pablo Casals

After an orange cloud – formed as a result of a dust storm over the Sahara and caught up by air currents – reached the Philippines and settled there with rain, I understood that we are all sailing in the same boat.

· Vladimir Kovalyonok, astronaut

The universe is but one great city, full of beloved ones, divine and human by nature, endeared to each other.  

·  Epictetus

So it’s clear that spirit refers to an unseen essence, which never changes, even though its expression varies from one situation to another.  This essence is vital; when we lose our spirit, we die – we expire from lack of that which inspires.

Clinically speaking, then, we can say that spirit equates with life; the energy of life itself can be termed spirit.  Spirit is the alive-ness that accompanies, and is an expression of, alignment with life energy.  The power of high-energy attractor patterns is anabolic, sustaining life; their opposites are catabolic, eventually leading to death.  True power = life = spirit, whereas force = weakness = death.  When an individual has lost or lacks those qualities we term spiritual, he becomes devoid of humanity, love, and self-respect; he may even become selfish and violent.  When a nation veers from its alignment with the spirit of man, it can become an international criminal.

It’s a common error to identify spirituality with religion.  We noted previously that the United States Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the Declaration of Independence clearly differentiate between the spiritual and the religious.  The United States government is forbidden to establish any religion, lest it impair the freedom of the people; yet these same documents presume that government’s authority derives from spiritual principles.

In fact, the world’s great religions would be shocked at the profoundly unspiritual deeds wrought in their names through history – many of which would make a heathen shudder.  Force always distorts truth of its own self-serving purposes.  Over time, the spiritual principles upon which religions are based become distorted for expedient ends, such as power, money, and other worldliness.  The spiritual is tolerant, yet religiosity is commonly intolerant; the former leads to peace, the latter to strife, bloodshed, and pious criminality.  There remains, however, bred within every religion, the spiritual foundation that it originated from.  Like religions, entire cultures are weakened when the principles that they’re based upon are obscured or contaminated by false interpretation.

· Power vs. Force, David R. Hawkins

It is because both science and religion have been too narrowly conceived and have been too exclusively dichotomized and separated from each other, that they have been seen to be mutually exclusive world.  [Science] is mistakenly conceived of as having nothing to say about ends or ultimate values or spiritual values.  This is the natural human knowledge, that they can never be known in a confirmable, validated way, in a way that could satisfy intelligent man, as facts satisfy them….  This dicholtomizing of knowledge and values has also pathologized the organized religions by cutting them off from facts, from knowledge, from science, even to the point of often making them the enemies of scientific knowledge.  In effect, it tempts them to say that they have nothing more to learn.

· Abraham Maslow

…literalism is idolatry.

· Owen Barfield

After getting angry in my early twenties with many of the contradictions of Christianity as I saw it practiced, the power of the symbols in that tradition were restored to me through Jungian psychology.  I began to see that the story of Christ could be understood as a process that takes place with each and every one of us – an inner journey.  Read in this way, we can see that Christ is constantly being immaculately conceived and born, is confounding the elders, teaching, being betrayed, being crucified, dying, resurrecting, and is making an ascension.  All of these are occurring in every moment; they are mystical facts that exist outside of time.  When I began to understand this, Christianity became possible for me again.

What does it mean to interpret the second coming in a non-literal sense?  The early Christians expected Christ to return immediately.  They anticipated his resurrection in a day or two or at least within the week, and when it occurred time would stop and a new millennium would begin.  The world of suffering, persecution, and strife – all the time-bound elements that are so painful to humans – would be brought to a halt.  Every mass or service is intended to be a celebration of the second coming of Christ, a stopping of time.  Then, after the day of celebration, time begins again.  It is the Jewish custom to celebrate the Sabbath on Saturday or Saturn’s day or the seventh day (all of these names derive from the number seven as a symbol of completion).  After the seventh day (Sabbath) time goes back to one again and the cycle is repeated.  The first Christians decided to honor the eighth day of the week as being eternity, ending the cycle of time indicated by the Sabbath or seventh.  This eighth day of the week is Sunday and it is still honored by Christianity as the beginning of eternity and the end of time.  It was first thought to be the eighth day after the resurrection of Christi but has been continued now as each Christian Sunday, a waiting for the second coming of Christ.  It is a cycle that occurs over and over, an intersection of time and eternity.  Mystically speaking, this second coming is now – not just on Sunday morning, not at the stroke of midnight in the year 2000, not at some time in the future, but at this instant, in every moment, it is available to anyone who is prepared for it.

It is difficult not to think of these images with a literal mind.  A time/space orientation is so ingrained in our thinking that often we can conceive of the Christian symbols only in concrete terms, as events that occurred in the past or are yet to occur in the future.  But as Owen Barfield reminded us, literalism is idolatry.  Christ is constantly being born, dying, and fulfilling the promised return.  Our society has become so spiritually impoverished today that even when people have great visions it never occurs to them that this might be a second coming or a kind of sainthood fallen upon them.

A helpful way to think of the second coming is as a heightened state of consciousness.

This evolution of consciousness occurs at both a personal and a collective level.  At a collective level, the archetypal return of the hero/savior implies that the current age is coming to a close.  Again, if we abstain from literalism, the power foretold for the new age is already here.  The once and future kind is present among us, but humankind is not yet prepared to take him into their hearts.

After Dr. Jung helped me to understand my dream of the snake and the Buddha who is reborn every thousand years, it still took me decades to realize this evolution of consciousness within myself.  Over and over again I was clumsy about learning how it applied to my daily life.  Similarly, our culture may be in the first awkward stages of rebirth.  The big question, a question that should confront every moden person is:  how can we make this second coming conscious?  How can we participate in this evolution of consciousness?  If we can understand this, then our lives can be less painful and we can contribute something meaningful.  This task is so important because archetypal patterns such as the return of the her/savior do not necessarily go in a positive direction.  The emergency of the third Reich, touted in the 1930s as the salvation of Europe and the beginning of a new thousand year reign, shows how this archetypal power can turn our world into a living hell when not dealt with consciously.

People used to ask Dr. Jung, “Do you think we will make it?  Will civilization survive?”  He invariably answered, “If enough people will be conscious.”  This is our task, not only individually, but collectively – to become more conscious.

· Robert A Johnson

In the presence of God,

there is neither male nor female,

white nor black, Gentile nor Jew,

Protestant, nor Catholic, Hindu, Buddhist, nor Muslim,

but a human spirit

stripped to the literal substance of itself before God.
· Howard Thurman

When everyone speaks the same language and thinks the same thoughts, no one is learning anything.

· Joan Chittister

Religion is killing more people today than probably any time since the crusades. As a person of faith, that’s a very painful thing to have to admit.

Both historically and at present, there is no engine for human caring, compassion, and involvement that is more powerful than faith.

Both statements are true.

· Rabbi Brad Hirschfeld
To feel the love of people whom we love is a fire that feeds our life.  But to feel the affection that comes from those whom we do not know, from those unknown to us, who are watching over our sleep and solitude, over our dangers and our weaknesses – that is something still greater and more beautiful because it widens out the boundaries of our being, and unites all living things.

· Pablo Neruda, Childhood and Poetry
Human beings are all members of one body.
They are created by the same essence.
When one is in pain, the others cannot rest.
If you do not care about the pain of others,
You do not deserve to be called a human being. 

· Persian Muslim poet-mystic Saadi Shirazi

